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| BEING 0 
A Review of the late Controverſie between the BL A C K-\ | 


BIRDS, and the MAGPIES; tending to an Ami- 
cable Accommodation of all the Differences which at | 
' preſent diſturb the Feather d Nations. 

| to be, it can't be worſe than other things 
which have extremely pleas'd ſome ſorrs 
of People. This I'm ſure of, that with Fables, 
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Won't rail at Parables, becauſe I'm writing 


| between this World, and that in the Moon, P 
one my ſelf; and how ſilly ſoever 'tis like C4 


where the Birds, you muſt know, us'd to call ,- 
in and bait, when tired with their Flight thither \ 
at the end of our Winter, 

"T'was in one'of theſe little Worlds, fix'd in a 
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or without *em, when the World is weary of 
quarrelling, *twill be quiet in its own defence. 
Whether this be the IJncky time, or no, I can't 
tel]. but am reſolv'd rather to venture a Eroken 
Head + both Sides, to mak> my Country-men 


very temperate Region, ſome where or other 
between the two Tropicks, that the Exg/es kept 
their Royal Court, in an old white Rock, by 
the fide of a curious River, where (their Races 


; had been ſetled, and ruled the reſt' of the Birds 


Friends, than eiti.:r bett on cither Side for tiig-+ for ſeveral Ages, who never dar'd -miſs cg 


Gke of a little naſty Profir, or ſtand till, an 
laugh at both, while they knock out one ano- 
ther's Brains, and ſave their Enemies the 1:bour. 
'*Tis no News to thoſe who have conſulted 
the new Yirtuoſo-Maps, that there, lie ſeveral 
"yp or, if you pleaſe, Airy lands, 
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low bin to match with any, of his Subjedts, 


in there, and doing 'em Homage, in their paf= 
ſage to or from the Airy Regions. 
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Once upon atime then (to obſerve the vene» - 


rable form of our Great Grandmothers) it fo felt 
out, that the then regnant Ezgle, thinking it be« 
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Fa © t0 the Pulture's Court for a Mate ; which _ 
* - portunity rhe Family of the Pu{rures moſt readi- 
ty embrac'd, hoping thereby in time to get 2 
Claw in the Eagle's Do ninions, or at leaſt pre- 
ſerve his own, which he h:d formerly uſurp'd 
from the Predeceflors of the Eagle ; and ac- 
cordingly ſent one of the ſubt'leſt of a!l his Fa- 
mily, who, in time, wrought ſo much on the 
AﬀeCtions of her Royal Mare, that nothing was 
tranſated in the Council of the Birds, without 
her Frivity and Dire&icn Vaſt Flocks of Yultures 
flew daily over, who, being encourag'd by ſo 
eat a Patroneſs, ſeduced not a few of the Sub- 
zeQs of the Eagle ; and arriv'd to ſuch Inſolence 
In a neighbouring World, under his Dominion, 
which, trom the mwltirude of Hawks there, was 
firſt call'd Fernia, and fince Hibernia, that, at 
a Signal given, they maſlacr'd all the Birds who 
were loyal to the Eag/e, making no difference 
between kackbirds 2nd Magpyes, but wrung off 
their Necks, and rore 'em to pieces, firing their 
Neſts, and breaking all their Eggs, in the moſt 
barbarous manner that ever was heard of, pre- 
tending the Eagle's Authority for their ſo doing. 
And this indeed, whatever elſe may be alledg'd, 
,, Was the main Cauſe of thoſe dreadful Wars, 
& which not long after aroſe in this little World, 
to the geſtruftion of many thouſands of its fea- 
ther'd Inhabitants ; the Magpyes and Blackbiras, 
with all the reſt, ſiding with that Parry which 
their Inclinations or Intereft led 'er+ moſt to fa- 
vour, while the Gaulleſs Dove, who truly lov'd 
his Country, arid was Friend to all SidesF#ſate 
alone in his Louver, and deplor'd the common 
Calamity. Nor di the dreadful Confafion theſe 
Dientions produc'd, end in any thing leſs than 
the Deſtruftion of the Eagle, baniſhing all his 
Progeny, and ſetting up a Commonwealth of 
the Birds, inſtead of the ancient Monarchy by 
which they had becn fo long govern'd, and 
which ſeem'd much more agreeable to the Ge- 
nius of the Airy Inhabitants, who generally be. 
hev'd that Z#p;rer himſelf had ſerthe Exglcs over 
'em, tho, at the botrem, they had been only 
choſen Kings by general Conſent, and for rhe 
Good of the Whole. But the Birds had not 
been long in this Condition, before a cunning 
old S:ork, who had been formerly a Genera{ of 
the Blackbiras, againſt the Megpyes and the Ea 
gle, being grown coo ſtrong, as well as roo cun- 
ning for the reſt of che filly Birds, and having 
none to oppoſe him, uſurp'd the Throne of the 
muzsther'd Exg/r, enjoymng all the Power which 
he had before, without the invidious Name ; 
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and with his dreadful Bill, and ſharp Claws , 
frighting the Parliament cf the Birds from their 
moſt ſteady Reſolves, and tearing all their Cha:- 
ters to pieces, huffing all the Worlds about him, 
25 wel as his own, and making the very Pulzures 
tremble. For, to give the Devil his due, *twas 
a Bird both of Policy and Valoue ; and had the 
Eagles themſelves, after theic Reſtoration, in 
ſome things, follow'd his Steps, their Govern- 
ment had been, in al! probabiliry, much more 
firm and happy. Yet, after all, 'rwas diſco- 
ver'd by the rc 
pretences of Love to his Country were confuted, 
by his palpable Endeavours to raiſsHimlelt, and 
his Family, upon their Ruins; ſetting vp a more. 
abſolute Tyranny than ever was practis'd by the 
Race of the Eagles. On this the Birds began to 
conſule againſt him ; his Government every Nay 
grew weak and tottering, which, togeth-:r with 
the ſuddain Death of one of his young ones, ſo 
ſtruck to his Heart, (for the Stork is a very af- 
feQion:re Bird,) thar, in the highth of all his 
Glory, he on the ſuddain dropp'd off his Perch, 
and died ; the B!ackbirds generally afhrmicg he 
was poiſon'd, and the Magpyes telling the World 
the Devi! ferch'd him away in a Whirl-wind ; 
whereas 1n truth, he &en fairly dy'd for want of 
Breath, as well as all other Birds, Afﬀer his De«. 
parture, the Eirds ſoon fell into a terrible Cons 
fuſion, which oblig'd 'em at Jaſt to re-call the 
baniſh'd E#g/ct, and re-inſtate him in the Throne 
of Ins Anceſtors. 

But not to meddle with Affairs during his 
Reign, any more than he himſelf did, who-was 
indeed more earneſtly employed to find out the 
fineſt Birds in his Territory, Peacock;,P/cnſant:, 
Birds of Paradice, &c. than either the Magpies 
or Blackbiras, at his ſudden and expeFed Death, 
the unnatural Oft-ic5, contrary to the ſenſe of 
rwo or three Parliaments of Birds, aſcended the 
Throne : Bur long he had not enjoyed the So- 
vereignfy, before he publickly ſided with the 
Yaltures, and brought in whote Flights of them, 
the Kites, the Owls, and other ravenous Birds, 
to the utter deſtruftion both of Magpies and 
Blackbirds, tho to the latter of theſe he preten- 
ded the greateſt kindneſs; while the good-natur'd 
Dove was concern'd for the main, and feared 
the common Ruin. 

And here it may be worth the while toen- 

uire into the occaſion of the difference b2tween 

e Magpies and the Blackbird — aad '*'was a 

wiſe one if yon knew all-— no better nor worſe 

than on account of their Colours ; his Bla{kbir as 
. | thought 
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of the Birds, chat the Srari's- 
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thovght the \agpies too fine and gaudy, and 
would for that reaſon have pulled our all their 
white Feathers,as marks of the Beaſt, rather than 
the true Livery of tlie Birds: 'The Magpies on 
other fide urg'd truly enough, that many other 
of the Feather'd Nation wore the ſame Colour ; 


that 'twas anciznt and innocent ; and thus far 


perhaps they were in the right; but not ſtayin 
here, they puſh'd- the buſineſs: further to be at 
with the B/ack57rd;,chattering moſt unmercifully 
againſt their Black Coats and ſhort Tails, as unde- 
cent and unmannerly ; whereas the poor Crea- 
rures cou!d not change their Colour, nor ſpread 
theirTails any further or larger than Nature had 
made 'em, tho *thad been to fave th:ir Necks, 
while the Doves could hardly keep th2 Peace be- 
tween *em. And this had by the Artifice of the 
Vulture, as well as their own Folly, raiſed many 
a Fewd between 'em,. tho otherwiſe in their own 
Natures both of em very peaceable Birds. 

We won't relate what either Party did in their 
Turns to bertay their Liberties to the O/frich,our 
of Folly, Intereſt or Revenge ; fufhe it,thar all 
of *emm ſoon found out the Cheat ; and finding 
the Deſign of the Oftrich was only to make 'em 
i Prey to the Rooks,Owls, Hawks Vultures, and the 
©: her unlacky Birds which compoſed his Courr, 
where none beſides now appeared ; they ſcnt o- 
ver their unanimous Petition to a Foreign Eagle 
who had long rooſted in a neighbouring World, 
to come and aſſiſt *em in their extremity. This 
Eagle was of the true Royal Caſt ; and tho his 
Father dy'd before he was born , and could not 
himſelf try his Legitimacy,as the uſe of that Bird 
is, by flying up with him againſt the Sun, yer of 
his own accord he enured himſelf to that exer- 
ciſe,and took a ſtrange pleaſure in it. Beſides,tho 
he were yet young,and hisPounces hardly grown, 
he had more than once met the Pulture, whoſe 
Territories lay in the ſame Continent with his 


Z ownand held him ſo ſtifly rothe Combat in de- 


fence of the Sea-Pies,among whom he lived,rhar 
he had very ſeldem any reaſon to boaſt ct his 
Conqueſts over him. But he was born for other 
Worlds as well as his own,and after the repeated 
Addreſſes of the Oftrich's SubjeRs,came over to 
r&tieve *em,which he did with ſuch Succeſs, that 
as you have bin told in the former Parables,away 
ſcamper'd all the Rooks, Hawk:,Owlrand Yultrrer, 
which made up hisCourt,and prey'd upon the ai- 
ry Nations ; and being gone without ſo much as 
firiking a ſtroke, the Nation of the Birds being 
in a perfe&tAnarchy,and all things in Confuſion, 
the Birds being now again reduced to their ſtare 
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and o'rother ſide, tho' the Blackbird then ſeem' 
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Nature, choſe the-young Eagle their Deliverer 
for their Sovereign, who with his Royal Mate 
was advanced to the Throne, with the repeared 
Carols and Acclamations of that and all thz 
Neighbouring Worlds. 

Nor had the Zultures, to whom the Oferich 
had fled for Succor, any other way now leſt to 
deſtroy the happy Eſtate of the Birds, and pre- 
ſerve their own ill getten Conqueſts, but by re- 
viving the old Quarret between the Blackbirds 
and the Magpies, to obſtruft the Deſigns of the 
Exgle, and betray 'em all to the common Ene- 
my. To this end he not only employed Emiſſa- 
r1:5 1n the Eagle's Country, who conſpired to 
derhrone him,and bring in the Yultures, on pree 
tence of the Oftrich's Title ; but by all means 
potlible endeavoured * the exaſperating the two 
powerful Partics of the Magpies and 8lackbirds 
one againſt another, in which he made a greater 
Progrefs than could have becn imagined. The 
Blackbirds complained of the 1 eſs of 
the Magpies Claws, and that they kept 
the Steeples to themſelves, refuſing to ad- 
mit them thither for ſhelter. The Magpies ah» 
ſwered, that 'cwas their own Fault, and thar 
they rather choſeHedges and Field Conventicles, 
having a mortal Enmity to all the Steeple» 
Houſes in the World, adding beſides, and ne- 
ver ceaſing to whiſper it in the Eagle's Ear, that 
the Blackbirds were with all their Hearts for a 
Con. monwealth of Birds , and would never be 
at reſt ti!l Monarchy was agen turned out of 
Doors, or at leaſt reduced to what they plcaſe. 

Things being in this miſerable condition, and 
all the Birds more ready to engage their Friends, 
than oppcſz the commen Enemy : The Dove 
who was all along for Unity and Moderation, 
fain would have {alv'd all the Accuſations writ 
by the ditterent Parties, one -againſt another ; 
as a great Emperes once did in the other 
World, burnt *em all before their faces. But 
ſince that was impraQticable, he petition'd the 
Eagle for a general Meeting or Convocation of 
the Aazpies, in order to accommodate Diffe- 
rences berween them and the Blackbird; their 
old Enemies. This he obtamn'd, but to little or 
no purpoſe ; for tho the a. had formerly 
promiſed, when in the Clutches of the Ofrich 
and anting for Life, if the Blackbiras wou' 
ſtand by 'em, to come to any Terms with 'em, 
they could reaſonably deſire, when once de« 
livered from the common Calamity, they now 
forgot they had ſaxl one word of the Matrer 
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very well diſpoſed to Peace and Unity ( as all 
"forts of Creatures are Friends, when united by 


murual Nanger ) *"twas now abſalurely gon out 
of their minds, thar they ever defired any ſooh 
thing. And both ſides, inſtead of agreeing 
Charity and common Offices of Love, fell a- 
new on each other with Beaks and Claws as 
Furiouſly as ever ; S$c:ndals and Lies flying a- 
bout of: all ſides ; the Blagkbira's accuſed all the 
Magpies, for bing Cy to the Oftric's Go- 
vernment(becauſe office offthem were really 6) 
and the MazpyMFaccuſfig them, for bzing for 
no Government at all, becauſe, perhaps ſome 
of them were of that Himor. In the mean 
time, none can expreſs, what Ravage is daily 
made between the different Fations ; how ma- 
ny Eyes ſtrack our, and Feathers pull'd, and 


'Down flying all round the Airy Regions, The 


Dove till perfiſts in his fruitleſs Endeavours to 
reconcile *em, tells 'em in vain the danger of 
an approaching Enemy, who would take 'em 
at a; great d; advantage thus unprepared ; af- 


ſures ena are, on both ſides extreamly 


miſtakenFandthatsmany are true, Friends to 
tbe Stir&*of rhe Birds and the Intereſt of the 
Eagle, whom either Party abuſed as inclined 
to the Srorks or Oft-ich; and tells 'em the 
eruth of the Buſineſs is, That Profit is at the 
Root of all, and that the feathered People 
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will never b2 ar quiet, tall little, particular 
narrow Intereſts co £0 te commen good 3 
while all the Requical The me<ts wth, is wr 
ro expett Preferment 3 whoever J5 — — 1,0 
be joſtled about berween tne 590 conrending 
Parties, to whom ſh2 may co0 her Heart our, 
before the bring 'em an Inch nearer ONE 4 
nother, thin they were almolt an hundred 
years ago, and to be called a [rimmer or Bat 
for all her Labour. In the mean time while 
ſhe bears her Misfortunes as equally. as the can, 
and impatiently expe&ts the return ot th 
Ryoal Eag'e, whoſe Airs have lately call'>d 
him into the Wor!d of the Scaprer, and who, 
if Heaven proſper his juſt Cauſe againſt the 
Valture, will, the doubts not, when he 
more Time and Leafſure, teach both Parties 
better Mannezs. | 

Celeſtial Peace ! Where ſhall we wect with thee? 
Ti0u art all Smiles, all Heay'n, all Harmony. 

D eſc end, bright Goddeſs from thy rad:ant Shring 
All beateous like chy ſelf, and all Divine \ 

On? hand an Olive-Branch, the Mark 5f Love, 
And in the other bear thy Darling-Dove, (live 3 
Charm down each Feugg and teach the Warld te 
Firſt, teach it to forget, and then forgive. 

Till the laſt Golden ge receive new Birth, 
And Men at laſt enjoy an Heav'n on Earth. 
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